
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcement of the Sornchai Looareesuwan Medal Winner, 2016 

The Sornchai Looareesuwan Medal Committee, chaired by Prof. Yaowalark Sukthana, 

was convened on 5th September 2016 to review the list of nominations for the Sornchai 

Looareesuwan Medal 2016. In contention were eight highly deserving nominees from 

eight international institutions.  This year, the standard of the nominations was 

particularly high, making the final decision even more difficult. After extensive review, 

discussion, and consideration, the Sornchai Looareesuwan Medal Committee, together 

with the Honorable Advisory Committee, resolved to award the Sornchai 

Looareesuwan Medal 2016 to one outstanding nominee. 

 
We are pleased to announce that the winner of the Sornchai Looareesuwan Medal, 2016 

is Prof. Stefan Hans Irmfried Kappe.  He is currently the Director for Translational 

Science at the Center for Infectious Disease Research, and an Affiliate Professor of the 

Department of Pathobiology and Global Health, University of Washington, Seattle, 

Washington, USA. This prestigious award is given to Professor Kappe for his 

distinguished achievements in malaria research. His work is focused on understanding 

the complex biology of the malaria parasite and the immune responses to infection. He 

utilizes the findings on liver stage infection and host-parasite interactions during liver 

stage infection to develop new interventions, drugs and vaccines. He pioneered the 

'humanized mouse' model, which has become an important tool in malaria research 

laboratories globally.Professor Kappe also pioneered the design of genetically 

engineered, live attenuated malaria parasite strains for vaccinations that will help 

protect against malaria. 

 
His most important applied work has been on the development of a live sporozoite 

vaccine attenuated by knockout of three genes. This was a long process that began with 

a knockout of two genes followed later by the recent knockout of a third gene. This 

approach to sporozoite vaccines is better than the use of irradiated sporozoites as the 

sporozoites can invade, develop and induce immunity to the late stages. He has 

maintained his work in basic research by recently identifying an Ephrin receptor on 

liver cells for sporozoites. In looking at Professor Kappe’s work, one senses a scientist 

who is committed to finding solutions. 

 

Our sincere congratulations to the winner of the Sornchai Looareesuwan Medal, 2016 

 

Professor Stefan Hans Irmfried Kappe 

 


