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HIV/AIDS Prevention
and Socio-Political Approach
Sexual behavior and drug addicts is major determinants of 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in every country

Social and political environment can support or constrain 
behavior related to HIV/STD risks in communities

Social, economic, political and environmental factors which 
directly affect HIV risk and vulnerability has stimulated 
interest in structural approach to HIV prevention
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CDC’s The Tiers of Evidence Framework

Tier I

Tier II

Tier III

Tier IV

Unevaluated Interventions

(Evidence-based Interventions)

(Theory-based

Interventions)
Positive Outcome Evaluation

Positive Process Evaluation

Best-evidence Behavioral 

Intervention

Promising-evidence 

Behavioral Intervention

Evidence-based of 
HIV Behavioral Intervention
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Identify and select evidence-based behavioral intervention 
for programatic implementation.
These are intervention that have been scientifica$y shown  
to prevent HIV by reducing HIV/STD incidence, 
reducing sex- or drug- risk behaviors, or increasing HIV-
related protective behaviors. (Tiers 1 and 2)

Guide agencies delivering loca$y-developed intervention 
on how to build their evidence for their local program.
Agencies delivering loca$y-developed intervention should 
move forward in increasing their ability to detect 
behavioral change effect. (Moving (om unevaluated 
intervention to Tier 4 then to Tier 3)

Evidence-Based Practices
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Key Messages

HIV prevention efforts cannot succeed in the long term 
without addrssing the underlying drivers of HIV risk 
and vulnerability in diffeent settings.

 HIV prevention programs therefore need to incorporate 
structural approaches
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Key Messages

Structural factors include the physical, social, cultural, 
organisational, community, economic legal, or policy 
features of the environment that affect HIV infection.

These factors operate at different societal levels and 
different distances to influence indibidual risk and to 
shape social vulerabiltiy to infection.
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Key Messages

Structural approaches to HIV prevention seek to change 
social, economic, political, or environmental factors 
determining HIV risk and vulnerability.

They should be implemented in a contextua$y sensitive 
way, in recognition of both the need for situational 
relevance and the interaction between different levels of 
influence.

Friday, December 4, 2009



Key Messages
Like a$ features of HIV prevention, structural 
approaches can be cha$enging to assess.

They are not always amenable to assessment with 
comparative experimental designs because of their 
situational specificity and the need to address multiple 
interacting elements.

Alternative methods for rigorous assessment do exist, 
but further development are needed
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Lesson Learnt from 
Structural intervention

in Thailand
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Tim Brown – Sept 16, 2008  
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Total infections averted in each scenario
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Prevention in one group averts infections in others –
infections averted by sex work package
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