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Grand Challenges ApproachGrand Challenges Approach

• Grand Challenges ~ definition
• Approach to stimulating innovation with impact by identifying 

and tackling critical barriers between where we are and whereand tackling critical barriers between where we are and where 
we want to be

• Grand Challenges ~ benefits
• Stimulates innovation with impact – innovative solutions
• Accelerates innovation by creating communities of innovatorsAccelerates innovation by creating communities of innovators
• Attracts talent to defined challenge
• Captures public imagination
• Can lead to enterprise creation & jobs
• Can help link public and private organizations and finance
• Provides governance platform for different countries to solveProvides governance platform for different countries to solve 

together their common challenges 



Overview

Bold Ideas. Big Impact. A Better World.

Overview

Area of focus is global health

Bold Ideas. Big Impact. A Better World.

Funded by Government of Canada

F d i f d l iFunds innovators from developing 
countries and Canada

Encourages Integrated Innovation 

Catalyzes impact at scale andCatalyzes impact at scale and 
sustainability

J h L R ( i d l f ) P AFocuses on results: 
Saving and improving lives

Joseph L. Rotman (pictured top left); Peter A. 
Singer and the Honourable James Flaherty 
(pictured bottom right) at the Launch of 
Grand Challenges Canada on May 3, 2010

4
g y ,



Bold Ideas with Big Impact & 
Solving Global ChallengesSolving Global Challenges

Saving Lives at BirthThe Stars in 
Gl b l H lthGlobal Health 
program –

Saving Brains
stimulating 
pipeline of p p
innovation & 
delivering early

Global Mental Health

delivering early 
results
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GCC Financial Ecosystem

100% subsidy
50%  subsidy

Up to $1M match

0% subsidy

Social VC Fund
$100k grant

Up to $1M match

Grant or loan

Social VC Fund 
Shared Value 

Government
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To date, Grand Challenges Canada 
has committed $12.9M to 36

To date, Grand Challenges Canada 
has committed $2.9M to 7has committed $12.9M to 36 

innovations in the ASEAN 
region. Half of those innovations 
($8 8M) are being implemented

has committed $2.9M to 7 
innovations in Thailand. Of 
these innovations, 5 are being 
implemented by Thai institutions($8.8M) are being implemented 

by institutions based in an 
ASEAN member country, and half 
($4 1M) are being implemented

implemented by Thai institutions. 

($4.1M) are being implemented 
by institutions based in Canada 
or other countries



Innovators in the ASEAN Regiong

David Hall 
(Vietnam)

Ecosystem y
approaches to 

improved water 
and farm 

healthhealth

Frank Mallory (Laos) 
A community-based health watch 

Bunpote Siridechadilok
(Thailand) 
High-throughput approach to 
discover new dengue vaccine network using treatment and health 

education to reduce liver fluke infection 
and liver cancer

Harvy Joy

discover new dengue vaccine

Lidya Chadir
(Indonesia)
Early detection of 

Harvy Joy 
Liwanag

(Philippines)
The ctrl para site

dengue fever in 
primary care settings 
with rapid molecular 
assay

The ctrl.para.site
Project: A Medical 

Teleparasitology
System for the 

Phili i 8
assay Philippines



(Minister Baird) highlighted Canada’s investment of $8 
million over the last 18 months in the Southeast Asia 

i th h G d Ch ll C d t tregion through Grand Challenges Canada to support 
applied medical research, with an additional $1 million 
this year to empower ASEAN-based entrepreneurs 
and innovators to address science, technology and 
health priorities in ASEAN.

Canada Strengthens Partnership With ASEAN, July 2013g p , y
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ChipCareChipCare



Odon DeviceOdon Device



Global Health Investment FundGlobal Health Investment Fund

www.ghif.com



Thank you!

@PeterASinger Connect with us:

T 416.673.6568
info@grandchallenges.ca@g g

Grand Challenges Canada
MaRS Centre, South Tower, 
101 College Street, Suite 406
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M5G 1L7
grandchallenges.ca


