ANNEX 1

Algorithm :

Antivenom treatment of snakebite cases

ALGORITHM 1: Antivenom treatment of snakebite cases.

Patient presents with
history of snakebite

v

Snake brought
NO in to hospital | YES
Signs of, Snake clearly
envenoming / identified
present | NO
YES
TREATMENT* NO YES
Observe in Snake definitely
hospital non-venomous
for 24 hours NO \YES
] TREATMENT
Signs diagnostic of Signs of Reassure, give
envenoming by a envenoming tetanus toxoid
particular species present then discharge
found in this
geographical area YES
| (see algorithm 2)

NO

v

Signs meet criteria
for antivenom

treatment

YES v

Signs meet criteria
for antivenom
treatment

TREATMENT*
Observe in
hospital

for 24 hours

YES

A

Appropriate monospecific
or polyspecific
antivenom available

NO YES YES NO
TREATMENT* TREATMENT* TREATMENT* TREATMENT
Observe in Give polyspecific Give appropriate Treat conservatively
hospital antivenom covering monospecific or (refer to section 5.6.16)
for 24 hours medically important polyspecific
species in this antivenom

TREATMENT*

geographical area

(CHECK RESPO.

v

Observein|  NO

hospital [

Signs of persisting
systemic envenoming

76

NSE
TREATMENT*

YES

Repeat initial dose
of antivenom

*Patients must be assessed carefully for signs of emerging or
recurrent envenoming and appropriate action taken.





