
SoutheaSt aSian J trop Med public health

796 Vol  45  No. 4  July  2014

Correspondence: KV Jomon, Centre for Re-
search in Entomology, Department of Zoology, 
St Berchmans College, Changanacherry, Kot-
tayam, Kerala, India.
Tel: +91 9447810246
E-mail: jomkv@yahoo.co.in

RESEARCH NOTE

MEDICALLY IMPORTANT MOSQUITOES IN THE 
RUBBER PLANTATION BELT OF CENTRAL KERALA, INDIA

KV Jomon and TT Valamparampil

Centre for Research in Entomology, Department of Zoology, St. Berchmans College, 
Changanacherry, Kottayam, Kerala, India

Abstract. Entomological surveys were carried out in the rubber plantation belt 
of Kerala to record mosquito fauna. Samples were collected from 23 randomly 
selected localities using standard methods for a period of three years, from Feb-
ruary 2008 to January 2011. Thirty-two species belonging to nine genera: Aedes, 
Anopheles, Armigeres, Coquillettidia, Culex, Heizmannia, Mansonia, Toxorhynchites, 
and Uranotaenia were recorded. Many of the recorded species were medically im-
portant as potential vectors of dengue fever, chikungunya, Japanese encephalitis, 
malaria and filariasis.
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INTRODUCTION

Central Kerala (comprised of Kotta-
yam, Ernakulam, Idukki, and Pathanam- 
thitta districts) is considered to be the 
rubber center of India.  Rubber trees are 
extensively cultivated in the mid-land and 
lower elevation of high-land areas of cen-
tral Kerala. Mosquito-borne diseases such 
as dengue fever (DF) and chikungunya 
(CG) have caused serious public health 
problems in the rubber plantation area.

In Kerala, DF was first reported from 
the rubber plantation area of central Kerala 
in 1997 (Tyagi et al, 2002). Since then, DF 
cases have been routinely reported from 
that area.  Chikungunya, which appeared 

in epidemic form in 2006, added a new 
dimension to the entire scenario of mos-
quito-borne diseases in the plantation belt 
of Kerala. Central Kerala was the worst 
affected with CG in Kerala (Kannan et al, 
2009; DHSK, 2011). Japanese encephalitis, 
malaria and filariasis have also been re-
ported from the area (DHSK, 2011).

Little is known about the mosquito 
vectors in the rubber plantation belt of 
central Kerala.  The main objective of the 
present study was to record the mosquito 
fauna, especially vectors, in the rubber 
plantation belt of central Kerala.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The rubber plantation belt of Kottay-
am and Idukki districts of central Kerala 
was selected for the survey. The study 
area is situated between latitude 9º 15’ and  
10º 21’, and longitude 76º 22’ and 77º 25’,  
and naturally divided into mid-land and 
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mid-upland/high land areas, respectively. 
Agriculture is the livelihood of the 

majority in the area, and rubber is the 
major crop cultivated. Paddy, coconut, 
tapioca, pineapple, plantain, ginger, tubes, 
vegetables, pepper, coffee, coco, areca nut, 
and so forth are cultivated marginally in 
the study belt (Idukki District, 2012; Kot-
tayam District, 2012). The study area has 
a tropical climate with an average annual 
rainfall of 3,664 mm, temperature ranging 
from 23ºC to 32ºC, and relative humidity 
ranging from 73% to 88%, during the study 
period.

The present study was conducted 
by sample surveys for a period of three 
years, from February 2008 to January 2011. 
Adult mosquitoes were collected from 23 
randomly selected localities by expend-
ing 92 manhours per year.  Samples were 
collected from indoors and outdoors of 
human dwellings and animal sheds using 
an aspirator and flashlight from 6 pm to 9 
pm and 7 am to 11 am (WHO, 1975). Adult 
specimens were narcotized with petro-
leum ether and identified using relevant 
taxonomic references (Barraud, 1934; 
Sirivanakarn, 1976; Das et al, 1990; Reuben 
et al, 1994; Reinert, 2000). Along with adult 
collection, immature samples were also col-
lected from their natural breeding habitat 
using dippers and pipettes (WHO, 1975; 
Service, 1993). Collected immatures were 
allowed to emerge for easy identification.

RESULTS

Thirty-two species belonging to nine 
genera: Aedes, Anopheles, Armigeres, Coquil-
lettidia, Culex, Heizmannia, Mansonia, Toxo-
rhynchites, and Uranotaenia were recorded 
from the study area (Table 1). Genus Culex 
was predominant with a maximum of 14 
species followed by Aedes (6), Anopheles 
(4) and Mansonia (3). Genus Armigeres, 

Coquillettidia, Heizmannia, Toxorhynchites 
and Uranotaenia were represented by one 
species each.

 Seven thousand sixty-six adult mos-
quitoes were collected during the study. 
Genus Culex alone constituted 40.69% 
of the total, followed by Aedes (29.48%), 
Armigeres (20.35%), and others (9.48%). 

Larval habitats of 27 species of mos-
quitoes were also detected during the 
study. Major habitats were the rubber 
latex collecting containers, discarded 
coconut shells, various types of contain-
ers, and tree holes. Breeding was also 
observed in drains, ground pools, rock 
pools, canals, paddy fields, tanks, and 
other minor habitats. 

Many species were  found to ex-
ploit different types of breeding habitat. 
Dominant species such as Ae. albopictus 
Skuse, Ar. subalbatus (Coquillett) and 
Cx.quinquefasciatus Say were found in 
more than 10 habitats during the present 
study.  Twelve species each were observed 
in rubber latex collecting containers and 
discarded coconut shells.

DISCUSSION

A detailed study of the mosquito fau-
na of rubber plantations of central Kerala 
had not been undertaken before, except 
for some surveys conducted in search of 
dengue vectors at the time of disease out-
breaks. The area had a rich and diversified 
mosquito fauna with 32 species (Table 1). 
Ae. albopictus was the most predominant 
species with 1,478 mosquitoes (20.92%), 
followed by Ar. subalbatus with 1,438  
mosquitoes (20.35%), Cx. tritaeniorhynchus 
Giles with 839 mosquitoes (11.87%), and 
Cx. quinquefasciatus with 616 mosquitoes 
(8.72%). These four species together 
constituted 61.86% of the total, and the 
remaining 28 species constituted only 
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38.14% of the total catches (Table 1).
The purpose of vector surveys was to 

assess the potential for disease outbreak 
and the risk to public health. Of the 32 
species of mosquitoes collected, 19 have 
been found to be vectors of various dis-
eases in many parts of the world. Of the 

14 Culex species collected during the study, 
9 are known vectors in India. Cx. vishnu 
Theobald, Cx. pseudovishnui Colless, and 
Cx. tritaeniorhynchus are the common vec-
tors of JE in different parts of the country 
(Reuben et al, 1994). Cx. gelidus Theobald 
Cx. quinquefasciatus, Cx. whitmorei Giles, 

Mosquito species Immature  Adult  %
  mosquitoes  mosquitoes  
  collected collected

Aedes (Stegomyia) aegypti Linnaeus - 2 0.03
Aedes (Stegomyia) albopictus Skuse + 1,478 20.92
Aedes (Finlaya) chrysolineatus Theobald + 221 3.13
Aedes (Finlaya) niveus Ludlow + 24 0.34
Aedes (Aedimorphus) vexans Meigen + 181 2.56
Aedes (Fredwardsius) vittatus Bigot + 177 2.50
Anopheles (Anopheles) barbirostris Van der Wulp + 5 0.07
Anopheles (Anopheles) nigerrimus Giles + 4 0.06
Anopheles (Cellia) subpictus Grassi + 9 0.13
Anopheles (Cellia) vagus Doenitz - 8 0.11
Armigeres (Armigeres) subalbatus Coquillett + 1,438 20.35
Coquillettidia (Coquillettidia) crassipes Van der Wulp - 22 0.31
Culex (Culex) bitaeniorhynchus Giles + 384 5.43
Culex (Eumelanomyia) brevipalpis Giles + 153 2.17
Culex (Lutzia) fuscanus Wiedemann + 23 0.33
Culex (Culex) fuscocephala Theobald - 4 0.06
Culex (Culex) gelidus Theobald + 215 3.04
Culex (Lophoceratomyia) minutissimus Theobald + 3 0.04
Culex (Culiciomyia ) pallidothorax Theobald + 193 2.73
Culex (Culex) pseudovishnui Colless + 72 1.02
Culex (Culex) quinquefasciatus Say  + 616 8.72
Culex (Culex) tritaeniorhynchus Giles + 839 11.87
Culex (Lophoceratomyia) uniformis Theobald + 230 3.26
Culex (Culex) univittatus Theobald + 32 0.45
Culex (Culex) vishnui Theobald + 45 0.64
Culex (Culex) whitmorei Giles + 66 0.93
Heizmannia (Heizmannia) chandi Edwards + 17 0.24
Mansonia (Mansonioides) annulifera Theobald - 30 0.42
Mansonia (Mansonioides) indiana Edwards + 80 1.13
Mansonia (Mansonioides) uniformis Theobald + 446 6.31
Toxorhynchites (Toxorhynchites) splendens Wiedemann + 34 0.48
Uranotaenia (Pseudoficalbia) novobscura Barraud + 15 0.21
Total  7,066 100.00

Table 1
Mosquito species composition and relative abundance.
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Cx. bitaeniorhynchus Giles, Cx. fuscocephala 
Theobald and Cx. fuscanus Wiedemann 
have also found to be vectors of JE (Mourya 
et al, 1989; Dhanda et al, 1997). Cx. tritae-
niorhynchus is identified as the primary JE 
vector in Kerala (Arunachalam et al, 2004). 
Cx.quinquefasciatus is a primary vector for 
bancroftian filariasis and suspected vector 
of JE (Mourya et al, 1989).

Of the six Aedes species recorded, Ae. 
aegypti (L.) is the well-known primary vec-
tor of DF and CG. In Kerala, Ae.albopictus 
is recognized as the primary vector and 
plays a significant role in transmission 
of DF and CG (Thenmozhi et al, 2007; 
Kanann et al, 2009). Ae. niveus Ludlow has 
been incriminated as secondary vector of 
DF in some parts of the world (Huang, 
1979). Ae.vittatus Bigot and Ae. aegypti 
have been identified as the main vectors 
of yellow fever in many parts of the world 
(Bruce, 2005).

Genus Mansonia was represented by 
three species. Ma. annulifera Theobald, Ma. 
indiana Edwards, and Ma. uniformis Theo-
bald have been incriminated as secondary 
vectors of JE in Kerala (Dhanda et al, 1997; 
Arunachalam et al, 2004). They have also 
been implicated as vectors of brugian 
filariasis in the former Travancore area 
of Kerala as early as 1932 (Iyengar, 1938).

No primary vector of malaria was 
detected from the study area. However, 
An. subpictus Grassi is a suspected vector 
for malaria in India, and An. barbirostris 
Van der Wulp is a vector for malaria in 
Indonesia (Wattal and Kalra, 1961). An. 
barbirostris, An. nigerrimus Giles, and An. 
subpictus are vectors of human filariasis in 
India (Nagpal and Sharma, 1995). JE virus 
was isolated from An. subpictus during 
the JE outbreak in Kerala in 1996 (Dhanda  
et al, 1997). 

Almiron and Brewer (1996) pointed 
out that the type of habitat is the main 

characteristic that explains the observed 
variations among mosquito species. Many 
types of habitats were noted during the 
survey, and many species exhibited a high 
degree of adaptive flexibility to diverse 
breeding habitats. Major species such as 
Ae. albopictus, Ar. subalbatus, and Cx. quin-
quefasciatus had wider breeding habitat 
preferences. This breeding adaptability 
might be the one possible reason for their 
abundance in the study area. Latex collect-
ing cups were a readily available habitat 
for the breeding of many species during 
rainy season.

Agro-climatic conditions of the 
study area support a rich and diversified 
mosquito fauna. High relative humidity, 
moderate temperature, and high rainfall, 
along with crops such as rubber, coco, 
pineapple, coconut, paddy, and areca 
nut make suitable conditions for mos-
quito breeding and proliferation. Source 
reduction through modification or eradi-
cation of habitat with the participation 
of community and local governments 
is recommended for the control of mos-
quitoes and subsequently the mosquito 
borne-diseases.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

We acknowledge our thankfulness to 
the Indian Meteorological Department, 
Thiruvananthapuram for providing the 
meteorological data of study area.

REFERENCES

Almiron WR, Brewer ME. Classification of im-
mature stage habitat of Culicidae (Diptera) 
collected in Cordoba, Argentina. Mem Inst 
Oswaldo Cruz 1996; 91: 1-9.

Arunachalam N, Samuel PP, Hiriyan J, Then-
mozhi V, Gajana A. Japanese encephalitis 
in Kerala, south India: Can Mansonia 
(Diptera: Culicidae) play a supplemental 



SoutheaSt aSian J trop Med public health

800 Vol  45  No. 4  July  2014

role in transmission. J Med Entomol 2004; 
41: 456-61.

Barraud PJ. The fauna of British India including 
Ceylon and Burma, Vol 5. Diptera: Family 
Culicidae. London: Taylor and Francis, 
1934: 1-463.

Bruce FE. Mosquitoes, the Culicidae. In: Wil-
liam CM, Jerome EF, Henry HH, Stephen 
H, ed. Biology of disease vectors. San Di-
ego: Elsevier/Academic Press, 2005: 95-111.

Das BP, Rajagopal R, Akiyama J. Pictorial key 
to the species of Indian Anopheline mos-
quitoes. J Pure Appl Zool 1990; 3: 131-62.

Dhanda V, Thenmozhi V, Kumar NP, et al. Virus 
isolation from wild caught mosquitoes 
during Japanese encephalitis outbreak 
in Kerala in 1996. Indian J Med Res 1997; 
106: 4-6.

Directorate of Health Service, Kerala (DHSK). 
Epidemiological situation analysis of 
communicable diseases in Kerala state 
(2006-2010), Part 1. Thiruvanathapuram, 
Kerala: State Surveillance Unit, Directorate 
of Health Service, Government of Kerala, 
2011: 29 pp.

Huang YM. Medical entomology studies XI. The 
subgenus Stegomyia of Aedes in Oriental 
region with key to species (Diptera: Cu-
licidae). Contrib Am Entomol 1979; 15: 1-79.

Idukki District. Idukki District: God’s own dis-
trict. Occupations: agriculture [website]. 
[Cited 2012 Jun 25]. Available from: URL: 
http://idukki.gov.in/occupations.htm 

Iyengar MOT. Studies on the epidemiology 
of filariasis in Travancore. Indian Med Res 
Memoir 1938; 30: 150-68.

Kannan M, Rajendran R, Sunish IP, et al. A study 
of Chikungunya outbreak during 2007 in 
Kerala, South India. Indian J Med Res 2009; 
129: 311-5.

Kottayam District. Kottayam District (Official 
website): geography [website]. [Cited 
2012 Jun 25]. Available from URL: http://

kottayam.nic.in/index.html 
Mourya DT, Ilkal MA, Mishra AC, Jacob PG, 

Pant U, Ramanujam S. Isolation of Japa-
nese encephalitis virus from mosquitoes 
collected from Karnataka state, India from 
1985-1987. Trans R Soc Trop Med Hyg  1989; 
83: 550-2.

Nagpal BN, Sharma VP. Indian Anophelines. 
New Delhi: Oxford and IBH, 1995: 416 pp.

Reinert JF. Description of Fredwardsius, a new 
subgenus of Aedes (Diptera, Culicidae), 
Euro Mosq Bull  2000; 6: 1-7.

Reuben R, Tewari S C, Hiriyan J, Akiyama J. 
Illustrated key to  species of Culex (Culex) 
associated with Japanese encephalitis in 
Southeast Asia ( Diptera: Culicidae). Mosq 
Syst 1994; 26: 75-96.

Service MW. Mosquito ecology: field sampling 
methods. 2nd ed. London: Elsevier Applied 
Science, 1993: 998 pp.

Sirivanakarn S. Medical entomology studies 
–IIIA. Revision of the subgenus Culex in 
the Oriental region (Diptera: Culicidae). 
Contrib Am Entomol 1976; 12: 272 pp.

Thenmozhi, V, Hiriyan JG, Tewari SC, Samuel 
PP, Paramasivan R, Rajendran R. Natural 
vertical transmission of dengue virus in 
Aedes albopictus (Diptera: Culicidae) in 
Kerala, a Southern Indian state. Jpn  J  Infect 
Dis 2007; 60: 245-9.

Tyagi BK, Hiriyan J, Tewari SC, Thenmozhi 
V, Philip Samuel P. Studies on dengue 
emergence in Kerala state, India. Annual 
report 2002-2003. Madurai, Tamil Nadu: 
Centre for Research in Medical Entomol-
ogy, 2002: 49-54.

Wattal BL, Kalra NL. Region wise keys to the 
female Indian anophelines. Bull Natl Soc 
Indian Mal Mosq Dis 1961; 9: 85-138.

World Health Organization (WHO). Manual 
on practical entomology in malaria vector 
bionomics and organization of antimalaria 
activities. Geneva: WHO, 1975: 191 pp.


