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In order to determine the prevalence of Cryptosporidium spp. infection in diarrheic 
and non-diarrheic dairy calves (>1-28 days) in Khon Kaen province during December 
2016 to January 2017, fecal specimens from non- (n = 63) and diarrheic (n = 137) dairy 
calves were collected and examined for the presence of Cryptosporidium spp. oocysts 
by modified Kinyoun’s acid-fast staining method. Dairy calves were grouped according 
to their age as follows (50 per group): group I (>1-7 days), group II (8-14 days), group 
III (15-21 days), and group IV (22-28 days). The overall prevalence of Cryptosporidium 
spp. infection in dairy calves was 52%, 71% in diarrheic dairy calves, and 9% in non-
diarrheic dairy calves. Oocysts of Cryptosporidium spp. were detected in 25, 44, 64, 
and 50% of feces from group I, II, III and IV animals, respectively. The intensity of oo-
cysts was higher in diarrheic compared to non-diarrheic dairy calves. There is a signifi-
cant association between Cryptosporidium spp. infection and occurrence of diarrhea  
(p <0.05). This study indicates that dairy calves aged up to 4 weeks were highly infected 
with Cryptosporidium spp., and the infection mostly occurred in diarrheic dairy calves.


